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Authority

under fire

over duck

hunt call

No public consultation

lan Royall

The public will be shut out of
consultation for next year's
duck shooting season m Vie-
toria, in a move skammed by
willdlife advocates

The regulator, the Game
Manapement Authority, sad it
would rely instead on Dew
modelling before making its
recommendabions to the state
government about the scope of
the native bird-hunting season

Amnmimal Justice MP Georgie
Purcell describved the authority
as “incompetent”.

“Giving them this power
without any involvernent from
other key stakeholders is like
the fox guarding the hen-
house.” she said.

The 224 season was mined
in conlroversy when a parlia-
mentary indgquiry recommend-
ed the outlawing of dock
shooting but the govermment
went ahead anyway. The sea-
son ran from April 10 to June 5.

The cabinet decision earkier
the vear was describesd by Mz
Parcell as an “uitimate e-
trayal™ to volers

Groups that mormally
make public submissions in-
clode Regional Victorans Op-
posed to Duck Shooting
Amimale Awstralia  Wildhfe
Victoria amnd shooter groups
such as Field & Game Australia
and the Victorian Duock Hunt-
ers Association

Regional Viclorians Op-
posed to Duwk Shooting
spokeswoman Kermie Allen
said that by cutiing comnsul-
tation, the regulator was saying
it wasn't interested in impacts
of hunting on threatened spe-
3% or regional comrmumnites

“Sipnifirant sume of taxpayer
dollars are being spent on help-
ing the regulator ensure hunt-
ing i sostainable, so it’s
disappointing the prooess s not
better than it =7 Ms Allen sand

She said declining bird popu-
lations meant it was not the

tinee “to be experimenting with
new moedels™
The new model called

Adaptive Harvest Manage-
ment. collects data from pre-
vious harvests and game dock
populations, as well as assess-
ing habitats.

M=z Purcell told the Sunday
Herald Sun that consultation
on the duck-shooting season
was alwavs part of setting the
arrangements

“Tt s wital when our native
waterbirds are experiencing
rapid population decline.

“The Adaptive Harvest
mosded 1 a Mawed and expens-
ive failure. Relving on it and
nothing else is guarantesd to
cause devastation to our native

Authority
Graeme Ford saud in a state-
ment: “The new Adaptive Har-
vest Management proocess will
allow government to set sus-
tainable duck season armange-
ments each vear backed by
evidenoe on duck populations
and previous harvest trends.™

The controversial decision
this year prompted an anti-
shooting protest, with dozens
of dead binds dumped outside
the Premser™s office.

The labtest uproar oomes as
the Game Management Auth-
ority completed three weeks of
aerial surveys on Friday across
Victora The survey mecorded
the numbers amd species of
game ducks at more than 850
water bodies across the state



